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Noun. Power to influence or command thought, 
opinion, or behavior. 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/authority

2

Au • thor • I • ty
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Common Sources of Authority
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Government Police Church	
Leaders

Parents Your	Boss Teachers

Sports	
Coaches Society Friends?
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POWER OVERWHELMING! 

•Financial penalties
•Jail time
•Removal of privileges
•Loss of employment
•Suspension/Expulsion
•Social exile 
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Wait a second.
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What about the Bible? 
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3 pillars
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Pillar 1

•Why 
should the 
Bible have 
authority 
over me?

Pillar 2

•What 
does 
Biblical 
authority 
look like?

Pillar 3

•What has 
authority 
over me? 

Science & Faith 2017



Biblical authority: why?

Every part of Scripture is God-breathed and 
useful one way or another—showing us truth, 
exposing our rebellion, correcting our mistakes, 
training us to live God’s way. Through the Word 
we are put together and shaped up for the tasks 
God has for us. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+3%3A16&version=MSG
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2 timothy 3:17
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Biblical authority: why?
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Psalm 19:7-14
The revelation of God is whole and pulls our lives together. The signposts of 
God are clear and point out the right road. The life-maps of God are right, showing 
the way to joy. The directions of God are plain and easy on the eyes. God’s reputation is 24-carat 
gold, with a lifetime guarantee. The decisions of God are accurate to the nth degree. 

God’s Word is better than a diamond, better than a diamond set between emeralds. 
You’ll like it better than strawberries in spring, better than red, ripe strawberries. 

There’s more: God’s Word warns us of danger and directs us to hidden treasure. Otherwise how will we find 
our way? Or know when we play the fool? Clean the slate, God, so we can start the 
day fresh! Keep me from stupid sins, from thinking I can take over your work; Then I can start this day 
sun-washed, scrubbed clean of the grime of sin. These are the words in my mouth; these 
are what I chew on and pray. Accept them when I place them on the morning altar, O God, my Altar-Rock, 
God, Priest-of-my-Altar.
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Biblical authority: what?

•Revering

•Seeking

•Applying 
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Who Has Authority Over Me?
•Where do you usually seek advice from?

•When you need to make a choice, who/what 
encourages your final decision?

•What does the voice in the back of your head 
worry about when you find yourself in a less-
than-desirable situation? 
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Next Steps

•Read the Bible seriously
•Consult the Bible for everything
•Obey God’s Word with a sincere heart
•Apply truth appropriately
•Ask God to speak to us through His teachings
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• Get snack

• Find your small group

• Discuss things and stuff
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